Imperfect Tense

In Spanish there are TWO past tenses.  We have already learned the preterite and the other one is the imperfect.

Preterite tense:  Used to state an action that began and ended at a specific  time in the past

Imperfect tense:  Used to describe a repeated or habitual action in the past 

                            Used to state an action when the exact time when the action began     

                                     and ended is not important
-AR endings:  Simply drop the –ar and add the appropriate ending

-aba


-ábamos

-abas

-aba


-aban

-ER and -IR endings:  Simply drop the –er or the –ir and add the appropriate ending

-ía


-íamos

-ías


-ía


-ían

There are only a few irregular verbs in the imperfect:

Ser:  to be


Ir:  to go

Ver:  to see




Era



Iba


Veía

Eras



Ibas


Veías

Era



Iba


Veía

Eramos


Ibamos

Veíamos

Eran



Iban


Veían

The imperfect of hay is había.

The imperfect tense is also used to describe persons, places, objects, events, weather, and time in the past.

Examples:

Apperance:  

Victoria era alta y fuerte.           
   Victoria was tall and strong.

Age:
         

Victoria tenía dieciseis años.

   Victoria was 16 years old.

Physical condition:         Victoria estaba cansada.
     
   Victoria was tired.

Emotional state:             Pero Victoria estaba muy contenta.
    But Victoria was very happy.

Attitudes and Desires:    Victoria quería ganar el campeonato.      Victoria wanted to win the championship.

Location:  
           Todos los equipos estaban en la cancha.  All the teams were on the court.

Date:                 
Era el ocho de octubre.
                 It was October 8th.

Time: 

            Eran las cuatro de la tarde.

     It was 4:00 in the afternoon.

Weather:
              Hacía bastante calor.


     It was rather hot.

