Preterite vs. Imperfect

Use the preterite in the following ways:

1. to express actions or events that began AND ended at a specific time 

2.  to express the action or event that interrupted an ongoing action

Use the imperfect in the following ways:

1. to talk about a continuous, habitual or repeated action…the time it began or ended is unimportant.

2. to describe the background action or something that was going on

3. verbs that deal with mental activities or conditions LIKE:

creer, to believe

desear, to wish

querer, to want

tener ganas de, to feel like 

pensar, to think

preferir, to prefer

poder, to be able to

saber, to know

You may use two verbs in one sentence.  They may both be in the preterite, both in the imperfect, OR one of each.

